As many as 5 distinct, dorsal thalamic cell populations receive retinal projections in birds 25,32. At least 4 and perhaps all 5 of these cell populations project to the visual Wulst in the telencephalonlg,'~a, 25,26,31. However, most retinal projection studies in reptiles, utilizing the anterograde degeneration technique, have identified only a single target in the dorsal thalamus8,16. These studies would suggest that the avian visual thalamus can be characterized by an increase in the number of visual nuclei. However, as more recent studies have indicated that more than one dorsal thalamic retinal target may also be present in reptiles2,4Y -29, a re-examination of the retinal projections in two lizards, utilizing anterograde axonal transport of.tritiated proline, was undertaken. A preliminary report of these data has been published elsewhere ~0.
